**Nikolaos P. Rachaniotis** is an Assistant Professor in Business Administration, Democritus University of Thrace, Department of Economics, Greece. He graduated from the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, Dept. of Mathematics, Greece. He holds a M.Sc. degree from the same university in statistics and operational research and a Ph.D. degree from University of Piraeus, Dept. of Industrial Management, Greece, in operational research. His research interests lie in the areas of scheduling deteriorating jobs with time dependent parameters, humanitarian logistics, decision support systems, reverse logistics and routing and scheduling of fuel supply vessels and he has published papers in many international journals. He has participated in several national and European research projects. He has worked in Zayed University, Dubai, UAE, in INSEAD Social Innovation Centre, Humanitarian Research Group, Fontainebleau, France and in Otto von Guericke University, Faculty of Economics and Management, Department of Production and Logistics, Magdeburg, Germany.

**Thomas K. Dasaklis** is a seasonal lecturer in the Department of Industrial Management, University of Piraeus, Greece. He graduated from University of Piraeus, Department of Industrial Management. He holds a M.Sc. degree from the same department and a Ph.D. degree from the same department in emergency supply chain management. His research interests lie in the area of humanitarian logistics and he has published papers in several international journals. He has participated in National and European Research projects. He has previously worked in European Commission and in University of Piraeus Research Centre.

**Costas P. Pappis** is Emeritus Professor in production management at the University of Piraeus, Greece. He received his BS in production engineering from the National Technical University of Athens, his diploma in management studies from the Polytechnic of Central London and his PhD in engineering from the University of London. Prior to joining the university in 1993, he was an Associate Professor of production/operations management at the University of Patras, Greece. He has also worked as an Operations Analyst, as an Engineer in the Technical Services of the National Bank of Greece and as a Director of the Offsets Department of the Ministry of National Economy of Greece. He has been the President of the Hellenic OR Society and has published papers in many international journals.

We would like to thank the two anonymous referees for their help to improve the quality of this paper.
